Joins Freedom Movement
Even as a student of the intermediate class Annapoornaiah made
his debut in politics. In those days politics was directly related to
the freedom movement. Students were attracted to the Home Rule
Movement (1917) under the leadership of Annie Besant. Although
she was a foreigner by birth, she was oneof the pioneers of the
Freedom Movement in India and made notable contribution to it,
Even top leaders like Gandhiji came under her influence. Her in-
spiring public speeches stirred the patriotism of the youth most of
whom readily joined the movement. Annapoornaiah never ate his
food in those days without reading "New India" which contained
Annie Besant's articles. Her's were not words but sparks of fire that
ignited patriotism.
The British Govt. passed the G.O. No. 559 prohibiting students
from entering politics. Annie Besant's disciple Sri Ram used to visit
Kakinada as a popular leader. Students used to like his speeches.
Principal Venkatarantam Naidu sent round a circular to the classes
instructing the students not to attend public meetings addressed by
Sri Ram. From the beginning Annapoornaiah had an independent
mind. He liked adventure and enterprise without fear of danger. So
he attended the meetings of Sri Ram in defiance of the Principal's
instructions. He did not stop with this. He took a bold step. He
himself went to the principal and informed him that he attended the
forbidden meetings and was prepared to accept what ever punish-
ment would be meted out to him. The Principal being a kind man,
appreciated his truthful ness and let him off with a warning.
Annie Besant used to write fiery articles against the British Gov-
ernment in "New India". Annapoornaiah used to read them with
great interest. It was more important to him than food. As expected
his love of independence and political leanings got further strength-
ened when he read Annie Besant's spiritual articles. On account of
his dynamism and popularity among the students he was elected as
secretary of the Excelsior students union of PR College. It was a